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A gricultural Research Service plant scientists have de-
veloped a new strain of pearl millet that may become
an important U.S. grain crop.

Though pearl millet, a grain crop native to western
Africa, is grown in the United States for forage, there is no
established grain market for it. But research undertaken by ge-
neticist Wayne Hanna and plant pathologist Jeff Wilson of ARS’
Crop Genetics and Breeding Research Unit in Tifton, Georgia,
may help create such a market.

The hot and sometimes arid summers of the southeastern
United States can pose problems for growers of other crops.
But pearl millet, native to the southern fringes of the Sahara
Desert, thrives under these conditions. In Africa, it grows 10
feet tall and is a difficult crop to handle by U.S. standards.

Hanna and Wilson developed a new strain that grows only 4
feet tall, flowers earlier at 45 to 48 days, and produces higher
yields of grain. The new hybrid can be harvested in 80 days, a
short growing season that can offer flexibility on southeastern
farms, and its compact size allows growers to use standard plant-
ing and harvesting equipment.

The protein- and calcium-rich grain may find a market as
part of commercial poultry diets, which now consist mostly of
corn and soy, with corn being the largest component.

Corn used for feed in large commercial poultry operations
in Georgia and other southeastern states is shipped in from other
states at great expense. Pearl millet may allow farmers in the
region to supply some of the poultry industry’s needs, signifi-
cantly reducing costs, and at the same time open a new market
for pearl millet.

Pearl millet’s use may not be limited to poultry feed. In Af-
rica, the highly nutritious grain is used mainly for human con-
sumption. The grain may, in time, find a market in the U.S.
food industry as well.—By Sharon Durham, ARS.

Wayne Hanna and Jeffrey Wilson are in the USDA-ARS Crop
Genetics and Breeding Research Unit, P.O. Box 748, Tifton,
GA; phone (229) 386-3189, fax (229) 391-3701, e-mail
forage@tifton.cpes.peachnet.edu, jwilson@tifton.cpes.
peachnet.edu. ★

various scents may be funneled. The device allows air to be
distributed in a consistent, even stream called a laminar flow.

Several experiments using the servosphere are in planning
stages. Dickens and his colleagues have already identified vol-
atiles released by potato plants that attract the Colorado potato
beetle and a male-produced aggregation pheromone—one that
attracts both sexes for feeding and mating.

When pests congregate in response to the best attractants,
the possibility of catching or killing them increases. “We want
to modify their behavior in such a way that we can manage
them,” says Dickens. These experiments should lead to devel-
opment of optimal attractants combining chemical and visual
signals.—By Rosalie Marion Bliss, ARS.

This research is part of Crop Production, Product Value,
and Safety, an ARS National Program (#304) described on the
World Wide Web at http://www.nps.ars.usda.gov.

Joseph C. Dickens is with the USDA-ARS Beltsville Agri-
cultural Research Center, 10300 Baltimore Ave., Bldg. 007,
Room 301, Beltsville, MD 20705-2350; phone (301) 504-8957,
fax (301) 504-6580, e-mail dickensj@ba.ars.usda.gov. ★

Entomologist Joseph Dickens uses the servosphere in conjunction
with the computer program SphereTrack to determine how insects
move in relation to external stimuli such as scent and light.
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